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3 November 1995

Dear Sir,

|.thank you for your letter of 31 October with enclosures. | note all that you
write and | am grateful for your advice.

While the copy letter from the Home Secretary is most helpful and written with
the utmost good faith, there are points of information with which | would require
to take issue. In doing so | am fully aware that the Hgne Secretary relies upon
senior Home Office employees to keep him informe&

I refer to the second paragraph of his letter which begins "With regard..."; when
the police arrived | explained to him that | was assaulted. There was no
allegation that | had assaulted anyone, at that stage. The constable in
attendance questioned prison officer David Gardyne and arrested and
cautioned him. He did so because when asked if he had assaulted me he said
that | had been "chatting up" his girl friend, ( at the internal hearing he
withdrew this claim that | had done any such thing). | was not at any stage
under arrest. The circumstances were not those of equal and opposing
allegations.

Neither is it the whole truth to say that the police decided to take no action. It
was at the police station that another of my assailants, prison officer Thomson
alleged that | had assaulted him, and he indicated an injury to his thumb. To
persuade me not to press charges | was told that | would be locked up for the
night at the station if | wished to proceed with the charges. |, and many other
black people have a xvellﬁ—,g}rzgunded fear of custody, for example | was talking
to Patrice Lamumba%in'ﬁl/ ‘a matter of minutes before he met his death in

Al
custody at Pentonville.

The following morning | reported the matter to the prison authorities, | did so
after careful consideration. Given that there were four assailants, that they were
intent on doing me serious injury and that | would require to work with them
within an inherently dangerous environment | decided that | had on option but
to seek assistance.  None of my assailants reported the matter.
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