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Dew Jdk

Thank you for your letter of 27 July concerning your constituent,
Mr Michael Nsonwu, of 126 Bowes Road, Palmers Green, London, N13
4NP a prison officer at Pentonville prison. Mr Nsonwu, alleges
that he has been subjected to repeated harassment in connection
with various matters, including an incident at the Pentonville
staff club in December 1994.

TR 54 O the incldent at the prison club, this took place in
the early hours of 17 December 1994 and involved a number of prison
staff, including Mr Nsonwu. The police were called and Mr Nsonwu
made allegations that he had been assaulted, while another officer,
in turn, made allegations that he had been assaulted by Mr Nsonwu.
Both allegations were withdrawn shortly thereafter and the police <
decided to take no formal action.

An internal disciplinary investigation was then ordered by the
governor of Pentonville. Although he was not required to do so,
the governor, in order to ensure that the matter was handled as
objectively and impartially as possible, arranged for the
investigation to be carried out by a governor from Holloway prison.
As a result of that investigation, Mr Nsonwu and two other officers
were charged with offences under the internal disciplinary code.

The governor of Pentonville asked the governor of Wormwood Scrubs
to conduct the disciplinary hearing. This took place on 22 and

23 March, and after considering the investigation report, the
witness statements and all the evidence given at the hearing, the
governor of Wormwood Scrubs concluded that the charges could not be
proved against any of the officers. Unless significant new
evidence is produced, there are not likely to be any grounds for
re-opening inquiries into the incident of 17 December 1994.

Mr Nsonwu has, however, subsequently written to the head of equal
opportunities in the Prison Service, alleging discrimination not
only in the way in which the incident of 17 December 1994 was
handled, but also saying that this was but the latest in a series
of examples of racial harassment.
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